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St Helens Sports Complex representation     
The North East Bioregional Network wishes to make a representation regarding the St Helens Sports Complex.
While the land is a community sporting venue it also has natural and amenity values which need to be maintained.

Native Flora

There is a diversity of native plant species growing at the Sports Complex in remnant patches as well as there being extensive areas where native grasses are predominant (ie Themeda triandra=Kangaroo Grass) such as in the Pony/Equestrian area. A detailed Management Plan for the whole Sports Complex area needs to be done which identifies and protects the natural values of the site including remnant bushland areas and areas which have been planted with native trees and shrubs.
We have been managing a regeneration site near the Pony Club for a number of years now and that small patch contains the following species….which is not a complete list of all species present there.

Acacia dealbata                                                    Silver Wattle

Acacia genistifolia                                                Spreading Wattle

Acacia myrtifolia                                                  Redstem Wattle

Acacia sophorae                                                  Coast Wattle

Acrotriche serrulata                                            Ants Delight

Allocasuarina littoralis                                        Bulloak

Amperea xiphoclada                                           Broom Spurge

Aotus ericoides                                                     Golden Pea

Astroloma humifusum                                       Native Cranberry

Banksia marginata                                              Silver Banksia

Bossiaea cinerea                                                  Showy Bossiaea

Bossiaea prostrata                                              Creeping Bossiaea

Burchardia umbellata                                         Milkmaids

Cassytha glabella                                                 Slender Dodder Laurel

Dianella sp                                                            Flaxlily

Dillwynia glaberrima                                           Smooth Parrot Pea

Epacris impressa                                                   Common Heath

Erharta stipoides                                                   Weeping Grass

Eucalyptus amygdalina                                        Black Peppermint

Eucalyptus viminalis                                              White Gum

Exocarpus cupressiformis                                    Native Cherry

Gahnia sp.                                                               Cutting Grass

Gompholobium hueglii                                         Bladder Pea

Gonocarpus sp.                                                       Raspwort

Goodenia lanata                                                     Trailing Native Primrose

Hibbertia empetrifolia                                           Scrambling Guineaflower

Hibbertia prostrata                                                Prostrate Guineaflower

Hovea heterophylla                                               Winter Purple Pea

Kennedia prostrata                                                Running Postman

Kunzea ambigua                                                     White Kunzea

Lepidosperma concavum                                      Sand Sword Sedge

Leptospermum scoparium                                    Manuka

Lissanthe strigosa                                                   Peachberry Heath

Lomandra longifolia                                                Sagg

Mitrasacme pilosa var. stuartii                             Hairy Mitrewort

Olearia ramulosa                                                    Twiggy Daisybush

Patersonia occidentalis                                         Long Purple Flag Iris

Persoonia juniperina                                              Prickly Geebung

Pimelea linifolia                                                      Slender Rice Flower

Pteridium esculentum                                           Bracken Fern

Rhytidosporum procumbens                                Starry Appleberry

Stylidium graminifolium                                        Trigger Plant

Stipa sp                                                                     Spear Grass

Tetratheca labillardierei                                        Black eyed Susan

Themeda triandra                                                   Kangaroo Grass

Xanthosia pilosa                                                      Woolly Crossherb

Wildlife Habitat

The Sports Complex provides habitat for a range of native fauna species. The list below is of native bird species observed at the Sports Complex. There is also an active population of Bandicoots evident from regular diggings observed on the soccer ground. Bandicoots are still relatively common in Tasmania but very rare on the mainland of Australia. The proximity of the Medeas Cove Conservation Area to the Sports Complex means that many native animals from time to time frequent the Sports Complex and this needs to be taken into account in managing the Complex site.
Silver Gull

Masked Lapwing

Great Egret

Brush Bronzewing

Pacific Gull

White-faced Heron

Green Rosella

Laughing Kookaburra

Grey Fantail

Scarlet Robin

Brown Thornbill

Superb Fairy-wren

New Holland Honeyeater

Yellow Wattlebird

Little Wattlebird

Forest Raven

Kelp Gull
White Bellied Sea Eagle

Yellow Rumped Thornbill
Magpie

Yellow Throated Honeyeater

Native Hen

Welcome Swallow

Currawong

Butcherbird

Dusky Woodswallow

Black Faced Cuckoo Shrike

Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo
Weeds

There needs to be greater resources allocated for weed management at the Complex. Cape weed is is getting out of control and there is also a lot of other weeds including Spanish Heath, Rats Tail Grass, etc

Stormwater/Urban run off/Urban Heat Islands
The Sports Complex is located in close proximity to the Medea Cove Conservation Area. As such it is important that stormwater quality that runs off the site is as pollutant and sediment free as possible.

The retention of grassed and vegetated areas reduces sediment transport by stabilising the soil. It also ensures that any pollutants on site are filtered before entering the stormwater system. We do not support the proposed significant increase in the establishment of bitumen for car parking around areas such as the Soccer, Football and Netball courts as well as bitumenising some of the gravel roads at the complex. This will have a range of negative impacts including decreasing the filtration benefits of grassed/vegetated areas, increasing impervious surfaces leading to more rapid run off of poorer quality water and also diminishes the rural character and natural amenity of the complex.
It is also becoming increasingly well understood that creating large areas of bitumen creates “urban heat islands”. Contemporary land use planning seeks to avoid such consequences especially in light of expected Climate Change impacts




Moderating the urban heat of car parks in Moreland | Climate Action ...
https://climateactionmoreland.org › 2022/03/29 › mode...


New research from University of Western Sydney throws new light on the urban heat island effect on microclimates and especially the role of asphalt car parks.

To Stop Building Heat Islands, Stop Overbuilding Parking Lots
https://www.sightline.org › ... › Articles


11 Jan 2022 — Reducing parking lot size and replacing it with green space clearly makes sense. Not only to reduce those heat islands, but encourage people to ...

Amenity/Natural Beauty/Streetscape

The Sports Complex is a pleasant area for passive recreation given that much of the time there is little formal sporting activity occurring there. The relatively natural character of the site should be retained as it has landscape value in its own right and remnant bushland, landscaping and open space all contribute to the overall values of the site and surrounding area. The native trees that line Tully st on the Sports Complex contribute greatly to the aesthetic beauty and streetscape amenity in St Helens and stand in stark contrast to the abysmal lack of landscaping on the opposite side of the road in the Industrial Estate. 
In conclusion the current “plan” is just a map with some proposed new development ideas on it. This isn’t good enough. Important public spaces such as the Sports Complex require detailed Management Plans that address a wide range of issues and properly take into account environmental values and impacts. Our organisation would be happy to assist Council in developing a comprehensive plan for the complex.
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