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1 Introduction
1.1 Why we need a Natural Resource Management Strategy for
Break O’Day?
The future of the Break O’Day municipality and the community’s lifestyle and prosperity
depend on its natural environment. Our future standard of living is linked to how well we
manage our natural heritage and resources now.
Natural resource management (NRM) aims to support long-term sustainable use and
enjoyment of our land, flora and fauna, rivers and waters, coasts and seas. In taking a
whole-of-community approach NRM in Break O’Day recognises that environmental issues
cross boundaries both on the ground and in terms of responsibilities. This Strategy,
therefore, is not confined to Break O’Day Council’s responsibilities; it is about the
community — including individuals, groups, business and government — and outlining the
priorities and actions that will involve the cooperative effort of this natural resource
management community.
The challenges are not simply to identify what are the critical issues and most important
actions to take. It also needs to recognise the partnerships and innovative approaches will
often be needed for successful action; be ready to take the opportunities as they arise to
attract resources needed to create desired NRM outcomes.
Break O’Day Council recognises the importance of planning and implementing natural
resource management activities locally if we are to engage with the frameworks, legislation
and priorities provided at Regional, State and National levels. This allows for appropriate
and successful implementation of projects to benefit the local community while contributing
to broader goals.

1.2 The Bigger Picture: Regional, State and National Frameworks
Break O’Day Council and the local community have recognised that most natural resource
management projects are best implemented at the local level. The current arrangements
for steering and implementing NRM projects builds upon a long history of Landcare and
Coastcare groups, regional NRM and the formation in 2002 of a Break O’Day Natural
Resource Management Committee.
However, the implementation of NRM programs occurs in the context of state and national
NRM frameworks, goals and supporting legislation, which have been developed over the
past ten years. The Tasmanian Natural Resource Management Act 2002 provides for the
establishment of three regional NRM organisations in the state and the development of a
regional NRM Strategy for each region.
Break O’Day Municipality is part of the NRM North region. NRM North is a regional nongovernment, not-for-profit organisation established according to the Tasmanian NRM
legislation and with a regional Natural Resource Management Strategy recognised by the
Tasmanian Government. NRM North uses a sub-regional structure for delivery, based on
local government boundaries. This approach recognises previous work done in those
municipalities, that local communities are best placed to identify issues and implement
projects and the relevance of NRM principles to local government functions.

2

Break O’Day NRM Strategy 2012

The regional NRM North Strategy and its on-ground implementation are directly informed
by the sub-regional NRM strategies and Committees of Break O’Day, Dorset, Flinders
Island, Meander, Northern Midlands Councils and Tamar NRM partnership. It is these local
communities which have the knowledge and capacity to set priorities and steer projects at
a local level to achieve real outcomes.
The NRM regulatory Framework in Tasmania does not have an enforcement component.
NRM encompasses a broad range of activities to which a number of State and Federal Acts
and policies may be relevant. Among others, these include the Federal Environmental
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, at a State level the Water Management
Act 1999, Threatened Species Protection Act 1995, Nature Conservation Act 2002, Land
Use Planning & Approvals Act 1993, Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act
1994, Weed Management Act 1999, the Forest Practices Code, and the State Coastal
Policy.
In the context of this myriad of legislation, the role of NRM is often to encourage
partnership approaches and best environmental practice, providing landscape-scale
outcomes which surpass the ‘lowest common denominator’ of compliance with legislation.

Figure 1. Tasmanian Natural Resource Management Framework

1.3 Focus and Structure of the NRM Strategy
Considerable work has been done in the area of natural resource management in
Tasmania, particularly since the commencement of the Landcare movement and the
Natural Heritage Trust in the 1990’s. The foundation for this is the work of landholders
and the community, often working together through Landcare, Coastcare and Waterwatch
groups. While much work has been done on the ground, there was also a proliferation of
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reports, plans and strategies over a number of years, many of which were not funded to
the implementation stage.
In the context of this past it is important that the Break O’Day NRM Strategy:




It is important that values are recognised in all assessments and planning efforts.
supports and acknowledges the work, leadership and roles of existing organisations
and businesses already undertaking natural resource management operations
takes a pragmatic but innovative approach to resourcing its many priorities, and
seizing opportunities when they arise

Break O’Day Council supports the NRM Strategy as a document for Council, the community,
business sector and government partners — a ‘whole of NRM community’ strategy — to
progress as a partnership for Break O’Day’s natural environment. It includes activities
directly relevant to aspects of Council’s operations and roles for the community and
landholders, which Council hopes to support. It also includes activities for which other
groups or agencies may have responsibility and have been raised as priorities by the NRM
Committee and the general community. Most importantly it provides a profile of the
strategic NRM priorities in Break O’Day and how they are related so that all efforts can
directed and coordinated to best effect.
The Break O'Day NRM Strategy has been developed with the following objectives:


A summary of our natural values and threats to them, and the strategy of
objectives and steps we should take to improve their condition and our stewardship
over the medium to long term.



Create short term work programs that are practical, achievable and prioritised



Integration and support for existing and future NRM needs for the Break O’Day
area



Ensuring future Northern Region NRM developments reflect and support local needs
and issues



To support review and adapt management with monitoring of the condition of
natural resources and achievement of objectives.

Structure of the Strategy
The Strategy is divided into 3 main sections:


Background information about NRM and the Break O’Day Municipality



Natural resource management priorities in a logical NRM program sequence from
high level objectives, to targets and outcomes, and possible actions for change



Implementation, through Community Engagement Strategy and Investment
sources

1.4 Development of the Strategy
This document is a revised and updated version of the original 2003 Break O’Day Natural
Resource Management Strategy.
The focus of this update has been to reconfirm objectives and prioritise issues, back them
with practical and current action proposals, and evaluation of progress towards the
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objectives and targets that are measurable. Gaps and emerging issues and priorities have
also been addressed.
The source of information for the update was the 2006 Break O’Day NRM Resident and
Ratepayer survey. Results of the survey provided important comments and suggestions
about people’s involvement in NRM activities, their concerns, and aspirations. It also
provided a prioritisation of NRM issues. Full results of the survey are available.
Following workshops of the Break O’Day Natural Resource Management Committee and
Break O’Day Council, two public meetings were held to discuss and prioritise proposed
actions, and to gain input from the community about concerns and suggested solutions.
A draft of the strategy was then put to public comment and communicated to the
community, municipal ratepayers and key stakeholders within the Municipality and the
State though the media, Council website and the mail. The Break O’Day Natural Resource
Facilitator will then compile the final Strategy to be initially recommended to the NRM
Special committee then onto Council.
Break O’Day NRM is an on–going concern and the NRM Strategy does not have an end
date. The Break O’Day NRM Special Committee makes implementation advice on an
ongoing basis. The NRM Strategy will be reviewed again in 2017.

2 Environmental, Economic and Social Snapshot
The following provides a snapshot of the natural resources of Break O’Day, as well as some
social and economic statistics for the area. Where appropriate, references to more detailed
sources of information are also provided. The State of the Environment Report for
Tasmania for 2003 is a good source of detailed information about natural resources, a
follow up State of the Environment Report by the Tasmanian Resource Planning and
Development Commission is underway.

2.1 Environment
The Break O’Day municipality contains a diverse set of environments and covers an area of
3,500 square kilometres. This includes almost 200 kilometres of coastline, several major
estuarine systems, inland valleys, and highlands including alpine areas. Around two thirds
of the municipality is forested.

Bioregional Areas
The Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA) classification provides a
summary of the key environmental features of the municipality. In Break O’Day the
following bioregions are recognised:


Ben Lomond: the mountain bioregional area west of the coast and north of the
Fingal valley.



Flinders: the coastal strips forming the eastern part of the Break O’Day
municipality (as well as Flinders Island to the north).
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Tasmanian Northern Midlands: which extends into the Fingal valley and the
Upper South Esk River valleys.



Tasmanian South East: which covers the hills and mountains to the south and
east of the Fingal valley.



Freycinet Marine Bioregion: which covers the marine coastal environment from
Tasmania’s North East tip to Maria Island.

The Bioregional Summaries of the Biodiversity Component of the National Land and Water
Resources Audit provides information for each Bioregion on land use condition and trends,
management and conservation priorities, wetlands, riparian zones, ecosystems at risk,
species at risk, flora values, birds, reserve consolidation and off park conservation. The
Biogeography of the North-East Tasmania also provides a good background to the area’s
earth science, land use, flora and fauna.

Climate
Rainfall in the region is in excess of 800mm per annum and occurs mainly on the elevated
mountain ranges (refer Appendix 1, Map 1). The narrow coastal strip generally receives
around 700mm per annum. The driest part of the region is the lower Fingal Valley, which
receives less than 700mm. The variability of rainfall distribution between years can be
high, particularly in the coastal areas. Mean daily temperatures along the coast at
Scamander span from 13.8 0C in winter to 22.0 0C in Summer with annual coldest and
hottest temperatures ranging from –2.20C to 38.9 0C. The mean temperatures inland at
Fingal range from 12.1 0C in winter to 23.0 0C in summer with annual coldest to hottest
ranging from –9.0 0C to 37 0C. Wind speeds are higher on the coast at around 17 kph
(Scamander 3pm mean) compared to inland at around 11 kph (Fingal 3 pm mean).
A local climate profile for the Break O’Day Municipality is now available as developed by
Antarctic Climate and Ecosystem Cooperative Research Centre with technical reports from
Climate Futures Tasmania project. This has predicted an increase in annual average
rainfall, mainly through increased heavy rainfalls in Summer and Autumn. The rise in daily
average temperature is expected to be 2.6 to 3.3 C over the entire 21 st Century.
High coastal rainfall variability is associated with easterly storm events and climate change
is expected to lead to greater weather extremes, including dry spells. Storm events may
also combine with rising sea levels to increase flooding and erosion of coastal shorelines.
A local climate profile for the Break O’Day Municipality is now available.

Aboriginal Heritage and Traditional Land Management
Aboriginal people have lived in Tasmania for more than 30,000 years. Knowledge and
evidence of their occupation is important from an NRM point of view because of the effect
their lifestyle and land management practices had on the environment, and the fact that
NRM activities have the potential to either impact upon, or contribute to the protection of,
cultural heritage sites. There are also sources of traditional food and craft materials within
the Municipality which are important to members of the Aboriginal community. The northeast is particularly important for Tasmanian Aborigines today, as most of their ancestors
originated in the North-East and were taken to islands in Bass Strait by European sealers
and later the Tasmanian Government (source: Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre 2004).
Recent work on Petroglyphs in the Blue Tier area provides an indication of the importance
of highland areas to Aborigines and demonstrates that our understanding of Aboriginal
culture prior to European settlement is still very rudimentary (source: Bednarik et al 2007).

6

Break O’Day NRM Strategy 2012

There are many known cultural heritage sites in Break O’Day, and there is every likelihood
that there are many more which are not known. Coastal areas in particular provide a
demonstration of millennia of aboriginal occupation, with shell middens being the most
common heritage sites. Burial sites are also widespread. Many of these sites have been
afforded a level of protection through management of coastal reserves, or through the
actions of local farmers in excluding stock from the sites. NRM projects which have the
potential to disturb cultural heritage sites should be subject to a cultural heritage
assessment. This is particularly important in coastal areas and where excavation is
required.

Catchments
The mountainous nature of much of the municipality means that catchment boundaries
dictate many of the practical environmental, economic and social interactions that occur
locally. The Municipality can be broadly separated into the smaller coastal catchments,
with rivers flowing to the east coast, and the South Esk catchment, including the Break
O’Day River, which drains to the Tamar Estuary and Bass Strait.
Catchments within Break O'Day
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Figure 2: Break O’Day Catchments

Four main catchments exist, together with the upper reaches or headwaters of three
catchments which flow into other municipalities (refer Figure X).


Georges catchment. This extends from Georges Bay on the east coast into the
hills and mountains of the Blue Tier and Mt Victoria areas, with the whole
catchment contained within the Municipality. Key towns and settlements include St
Helens, Pyengana, Goshen and Gould’s Country.



South Esk catchment. This is centred on the Fingal valley, with the South Esk
River flowing beyond the Municipal boundary to finish in the Tamar estuary. Key
towns/settlements include St Marys, Fingal and Mathinna.
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Scamander-Douglas catchment. This comprises the separate catchments of
the Scamander and Douglas Rivers, as well as numerous catchments of small
coastal of streams and wetlands such as Wrinkler’s Lagoon, Yarmouth Creek and
Four Mile Creek. The main settlements are Scamander, Beaumaris and Falmouth.



Musselroe - Ansons catchment. This is bounded by the coast to the east and
the Great Musselroe River to the west. The main town/settlement is Anson’s Bay.



(Small portion of) Ringarooma catchment. This is part of the headwaters of
the Ringarooma River, which flows north to form part of the Dorset municipality.



(Small portion of) North Esk catchment. This is part of the headwaters of the
North Esk River, which flows west to form part of the Launceston municipality.



(Small portion of) Swan-Apsley catchment. This is part of the headwaters of
the Swan River, which flows south to form part of the Glamorgan-Spring Bay
municipality.

Geology
The geology of the region is dominated by marine sedimentary rocks (the ‘Mathinna group’
of old mud–, silt– and sand–stones) and intruding volcanic rocks: granites, such as inland
of St Helens, and dolerite that caps most of the tiers and mountains. Thin layers of
Permian sandstones and limestone (that include some coal seams) also occur. In more
recent geological times water erosion (fluvial) processes have shaped the character of the
landscape in combination with tectonic movements and coastal processes to produce the
mountainous peaks, valleys and coastal plains and coastlines on today.

Mineral Resources
Tin, coal and gold have all been mined extensively in the past, together with a number of
lesser minerals such as tungsten. Today the main mineral extraction industry is coal
mining in the Fingal Valley, involving open-cut and underground mining. This industry is
the main supplier of bituminous coal to Tasmanian industry.

Vegetation
Approximately two-thirds of the Municipality is covered by native vegetation; this includes
reserved land, multiple use State Forests, and native vegetation on private land.
Vegetation in the region has been mapped and classified for its priority conservation status
through the TasVeg Program. Over 160 different forest communities have been identified
in the area.
In addition there are many vegetation communities with few if any trees made up of
shrubs, heaths, grasses and sedges and rushes. These ‘non-forest’ TasVeg communities
are typically found in poorly drained and bleak situations where weather, fire, drainage and
salinity extremes naturally exclude trees. Being around wetlands and water and often
dense and highly diverse floristically, non-forest vegetation communities are often
significant fauna habitats.
Break O’Day is made up of sixteen major vegetation communities. These can be viewed in
detail on the Tasmanian Government’s Internet mapping site The LIST.
Further
information on vegetation communities is available from other web pages.

Coast
The Break O’Day coastline is one of the defining features of the region and includes:
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Extensive rocky shorelines and sweeping beaches many kilometres in length.



Relic dune systems of some geo-conservation significance, because of their
relationship to recent interglacial periods and sea level variations.



Estuaries and wetlands - around twenty estuaries or intermittently opening and
closed coastal lagoons, including Anson’s Bay, Georges Bay, Diana’s Basin,
Wrinkler’s Lagoon, Scamander River, Henderson’s Lagoon, and Templestowe
Lagoon). One wetland, Jock’s Lagoon just to the south east of St Helens is of
particular conservation significance and is listed under the international Ramsar
convention.

Marine
The marine areas adjacent to the Break O'Day coastline form a crossroads between warm
temperature species common in the waters of southern New South Wales and species
adapted to the colder waters of the southeast parts of Tasmania. The colder water species
start to dominate at the southern end of the coastline of the municipality. This reflects the
influence of the east Australian current reaching down from the mainland to North–East
Tasmania. The port of St Helens has strong fishing industry, which includes commercial
and recreational fishing. More recently this has diversified to include game fishing and a
long spined sea urchin industry.

Water
Ground and surface water are extracted for domestic and irrigation purposes. St Marys is
the only township which draws on groundwater for its domestic water supply. For many
people in remote locations in the municipality water is supplied by tanks and local streams.
Most of the dams in the area are farm dams on small tributaries or gullies. In recent years
there have been some larger dams and water resource developments for irrigated primary
production. Allocation of water quantities from the South Esk River are subject to the
preparation of a Water Management Plan.

Atmosphere
The air quality of the region is generally very good. The exception to this is when burning
occurs as a result of either fuel reduction or forestry activities. Also localised problems
occur with air quality during winter in townships such as St Marys, where wood smoke
from residential combustion heating may be trapped by local temperature inversions (cold
air sinking to the bottom of the valley).

2.2 Land Tenure
Land tenure has important implications for land use, resource use and protection, and the
ways in which land managers need to be engaged in order to achieve NRM objectives.
Land Tenure in Break O’Day is summarised in Figure 3. below:
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Tenure

Hectares

Percentage land in Break
O’Day

Private Property
Reserves
State Forest (Multiple Use Forest)
Non-allocated Crown Land

100,000 ha
92,100 ha
158,300 ha
2,100 ha

28%
26%
45%
< 1%

TOTAL

352,500 ha
Break O'Day Land Tenure

12%
45%
14%

1%

28%

National Parks, Regional Reserves
State Forest
Private Property

Reserves on State Forest
Crown Land

Figure 3: Break O’Day Municipality Land Tenure (%)

2.3 Economy
For the Break O’Day municipality economic data is available from individual sector
investigations and ABS Census data.
The ABS 2006 household Census found a total of 1,977 people were employed, with
approximately 28% engaged in industries directly reliant on Break O’Day’s natural
resources
Table 1: Break O’Day Employment in natural resources-reliant industries (ABS 2006)
Sector
Agriculture

No.’s

% Workforce

2.2.1
18
85
29

2.2.2
0.8 %
3.9 %
1.3 %

Other Agriculture

14

0.6 %

Dairy processing

5

0.2 %

151

7.0 %

Horticulture and Fruit Growing
Grain, Sheep & Beef Cattle Farming
Dairy Cattle Farming

3
Forestry

3.1.1

3.1.2
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Forestry and Logging
Wood Processing

63
13

2.9 %
0.6 %

Forestry Support services

16

0.7 %

92

4.2 %

4.1.1
35
18
45
4

4.1.2
1.3 %
0.8 %
1.6 %
0.6 %

102

4.7 %

5.1.1
139
46
18
6

5.1.2
6.4 %
2.1 %
0.8 %
0.3 %

209

9.6 %

6.1.1
53
4

6.1.2
2.4 %
0.2 %

7

57

2.6 %

Total

611

28 %

4
Fishing & Aquaculture
Commercial Fishing, undefined
Fishing, Hunting, trapping
Aquaculture
Seafood Processing
5
Tourism & Nature-based Recreation
Accommodation
Restaurants & Cafes
Retail – recreational
Tourism operators
6
Mining
Coal Mining
Other Mining

Another segment of the economy related to the region’s natural resources and lifestyle is
that of self-funded retirees who come to the region to live, together with people who have
holiday homes in the region. The contribution to the economy of this group has not been
quantified but it is likely to be considerable given the size of the non–resident population
(see below).
These sectors, based directly on Break O’Day’s natural resources, no doubt have a
significant multiplier effect in supporting the contributions from services industry and the
public sector. Given that there are few other economic drivers in the region, its economy
relies heavily on the natural resource sectors.

2.4 Social Characteristics
The recent ABS Census 2011 provided the following social snapshot of the Break O'Day
area:


Population totalled 6 195 people, an increase of 2% since the 2006 ABS Census.
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The highest proportion 1220 (19.7%) of the population was between 55-64 years.
The 25-44 age group came in at 1112 (17.9%) and the 45-54 was 15.9% of the
population.



Australian born people total 5070 (81.8%) of the population, and of the remainder
335 (English) 5.4% were born in the England, 73 (1.17%) in New Zealand, and 53
(0.85%) in Scotland.



There were approximately 2530 households, including 443 couple families with
children, 911 couple families without children, 180 one-parent families, and 848
single-person households.
The following data is from the ABS Census 2006



Less than half of people over the age of 15 are classed as being in the labour force
(i.e. working or looking for work), likely reflecting the high number of retirees in
the area.



The median weekly income for all people (both employed and unemployed), aged
15 years and over was $296. This is significantly lower than either of the
neighbouring coastal municipalities.

A Transient Population
The above figures are for permanent residents of the Municipality. The significance of
part-time residents should not be underestimated: as shown in figure 4, there are almost
as many ratepayers who reside outside the municipality as there are households within the
municipality. The majority of these are holiday home owners who visit the area on a
regular basis.
Postal Address of Non-resident Break O'Day
Ratepayers (Total 2137)
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Figure 4: Number of non-resident Break O’Day Ratepayers by normal place of
residence
(based on postal address)

Another significant observation from the 2006 Census was the number of residents who
had moved into the area in the previous 5 years. There were more than 830 people who
had moved from interstate or overseas, and a further 780 who had moved to Break O’Day
from within Tasmania. Around 27% of residents are new to the area. This ‘sea change’
effect is likely to be important in terms of the methods and opportunities for engaging and
involving the community in NRM activities and trends in pressures on the areas natural
resources.
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3. Strategies for Management of Natural Values and
Resources
What are the regions natural assets?
The strategy recognises that our natural resources are actually the “natural assets of the
region”. These are listed in groups; Biodiversity, Coastal, Estuarine & Marine, Soils and
Water. Sustainable communities are included as it reflects the essential role people and
groups play in managing our natural assets.
How did we decide what is a priority?
Identifying where to focus our efforts has been done by working out which of our most
valuable natural resources (priority assets) are under significant threat OR have the best
opportunity for improvement.
The strategy identifies the condition we want to aim for (objectives), the management we
want in place to get there (targets) and what we can start doing now (actions).
It is important to recognise that many desired outcomes are reliant on an integrated
approach across these groups. Many of the intermediate strategic targets and actions have
been commenced or build on current and previous initiatives; these are described briefly.

Objectives

Targets

Actions

Future goals for
assets and long term
outcomes on
condition, extent and
threats
Intermediate targets
for improving asset/
threat situation
Short term priority
actions for
progressing targets
and situation
improvement.

Biodiversity, Coastal &
Marine, Soils, Water,
Community Engagement

Outcomes
with
strategic
consequences
improving asset situation and social and
economic context.

On–ground works and activities and foundational
NRM capacity–building and research; outputs and
outcomes working at strategic targets and situation
improvement.
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3.1

Biodiversity

This category has 3 Action Plans: Flora Conservation, Fauna Conservation and Weed
Management. Achievement of objectives for Biodiversity in Break O’Day is dependent however
on implementing aspects of all 3 plans in an integrated fashion. For example, perhaps the most
important element for fauna conservation is protection or restoration of habitat, which is
covered in the flora plan. There is also strong links to all the other environmental assets.

Objectives





Improve connectivity of habitat on a landscape scale
Protection of habitat, particularly remnant native vegetation
Improve status of all threatened species and vegetation communities
Reduce impact of weeds, pests and diseases throughout Break O’Day by
minimising their spread, eradicating where practical and avoiding new
introductions.

Past and present activities:













Land and Gardens for Wildlife programs and Protection Areas on Private Land
(covenant) programs – providing advice recognition and support for private landholders
to protect native vegetation and habitats on their properties
Regional and local priority weed projects and control – particularly for bridal creeper,
boneseed, gorse, pampas grass and sea spurge in strategic locations by NRM North,
community groups and landholders, Council and PWS.
George Catchment & Estuary program – Property Management Planning, catchment
management, providing incentives for fencing and revegetation of streams, habitat
protection and better water quality
Threatened Species projects – particularly for swift parrot, Davies Wax flower and New
Holland mouse, driven by NRM North, and The North-East Bioregional Network. The
focus of these projects is on monitoring and community awareness-raising and
restoration of habitat. Council and higher government authorities also implement
legislated controls.
Property Management Planning — including for the Ramsar listed Jocks Lagoon, which
assists landholders to identify biodiversity values and threats on their property and
provides options for management investment and support.
North East Understorey Network – which links landholders and projects to volunteer
growers and promotes the use of a local provenance plants and understorey species
Fox eradication program – State program which monitors evidence of foxes and runs
control programs aimed at eradicating foxes from Tasmania.
Integrated Sub-catchment Browsing Management Project Pyengana.
Implementation of the Conservation Covenant Rate Rebate
Compliance Officer employed full-time at the Break O’Day Council
Deliver best practice Weed and Disease Hygiene training to council contractors and
council staff.
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Action Plan B1: Flora Conservation

Strategic Targets
Maintain native vegetation and
habitat condition and extent,
protection of threatened species
and communities, including on
private land

Landscape scale connectivity for
long term sustainability of natural
habitats and systems

Actions
Provide support to private landholders with Conservation Covenant
Rebate
 Conservation Covenant Rebate in place
Regularly promote programs such as Land for Wildlife, Understorey
Network and provide information and skills and training on
threatened species, communities and management.
Support measures for compliance with Planning Scheme controls for
vegetation clearance and threatened species protection, in
conjunction with government authorities.
Undertake, facilitate or require restoration of vegetation and habitats
appropriate to high value priority cases.
Identify priorities for linkages to be maintained and protected and
restore critical linkages.
Facilitate land manager engagement, resources and support for
priority linkage sites and measures.

Urban and peri-urban areas
provide habitat and vegetation
linkages

Limit the spread of Phytophthora
cinnamomi fungus

Promote the use of local native species in gardens and landscaping.
Develop and distribute information on native vegetation and habitat
management for garden settings and peri-urban land uses and
promote in gardens and landscaping.
Develop and promote information and protocols on fire hazard
management.
Facilitate fire management planning that ensures a balance with
protection of ecological values.
Review Council’s recognition of Significant Trees to include important
remnants of native vegetation/habitats. Identify and call for
nominations.
Evaluate performance of planning scheme controls in achieving
intended conservation of biodiversity, habitat and vegetation linkages.
Promote and implement a program for Hygiene Practices for Weed
and Disease Control in the civil infrastructure and building industries
to reduce the spread and cost of Phytophthora cinnamomi.
Priority in dry forests and non–forest native vegetation types;
earthmoving and vegetation management works.
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Action Plan B2: Fauna Conservation

Target /Goal
Contribute to eradication of Foxes
from Tasmania and management
of other pest animals.

Protection of threatened and
significant fauna species

Increase awareness of native
fauna populations to reduce
conservation threats

Actions
Support activities of the Fox Eradication Program, particularly through
awareness-raising and local participation.
Support the community and land managers with the management of
other environmental/feral pest animals, including rabbits, cats and
insects.
Add to knowledge and records of range, feeding and breeding of Swift
Parrot, New Holland Mouse, Tasmanian Devil, eagles and other
important fauna.
Raise awareness and provide information of threats and habitat needs
of threatened and significant fauna species.
Encourage protection and enhancement on private and public land of
Swift Parrot, New Holland Mouse, Fairy Tern, Tasmanian Devil, eagles
and other important fauna habitat and populations.

Support approvals and compliance measures for threatened and
significant species conservation controls in conjunction with
government authorities.
Facilitate community and other monitoring of native fauna to collect
credible data for local significance assessment and to identify species
at risk of becoming ‘threatened species’.
Reduce road–kill losses with public awareness measures, such as road
signage or lobby road speed reductions.
Facilitate best practice wildlife management for primary producers,
revegetation projects and native fauna.
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Action Plan B3: Weed Management

Weeds have an enormous impact on our environmental, economic and social values.
Individuals, land owners and organisations that manage land and infrastructure are all
affected by pest plants. Information on priorities for weed management is contained in:



Weed Management Act 1999,

Northern Regional Weed Management Strategy and associated Weed Action Plan).
The East Coast Regional Weed Strategy (2000) provides additional background on
priorities.
There are a number of invasive weed species that occur locally within the Break O’Day
Municipality. Many of these are listed as ‘Declared Weeds’ under the Weed Management
Act 1999 and therefore have regulatory constraints. There are other species, currently not
known to be present in Break O’Day, that pose a threat if introduced. Of the weed species
known to occur in the Break O’Day Municipality, below is a list of those considered to be a
priority for control:
High Priority
Boneseed - Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp.monilifera
Bridal creeper - Asparagus asparagoides
English broom - Cytisus scoparius
Montpellier broom - Genista monspessulana
Crack willow - Salix fragilis
Gorse - Ulex europaeus
Pampas grass - Cortaderia spp.
Paterson's curse - Echium plantagineum
Serrated tussock Nassella trichotoma
Spanish heath - Erica lusitanica
Priority
Blackberry - Rubus fruticosus
Blue butterfly bush - Psoralea pinnata
Boxthorn - Lycium ferocissimum
Cape wattle - Paraserianthes lophantha
Cotton thistle - Onopordum acanthium
Elisha's tears - Leycesteria formosa
Mirror bush - Coprosma repens
Parrots feather Myriophyllum aquaticum (aquatic)
Sweet pittosporum – Pittosporum undulatum
Ragwort - Senecio jacobaea
Rice grass - Spartina anglica
Sea spurge Euphorbia paralias
Thorn Apple, Datura spp.
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There are many other significant weed species of concern that occur within the Break
O’Day Municipality: as garden escapes and environmental weeds impacting on natural
habitats; and crop and pasture weeds impacting on primary production.
Target /Goal
Reduce spread of existing weeds
and the introduction of new
weeds.

Action/s
Facilitate and encourage land owners and managers to control
priority weeds and infestations by :

Advice, information, field days and demonstrations

Assistance and support to initiate control and prevent spread

Ensuring follow up weed control is timely

Statutory reporting and inspections to comply with the Weed
Management Act where necessary
Progressively promote and implement a program for improving
hygiene practices for weed and disease control in the civil
infrastructure and building industries to reduce weed spread and
the cost of controlling weeds.
Promote appropriate hygiene practices for weed and disease
control with landholders, visitors, land managers and primary
producers.
Provide hygiene capacity by promoting the use of the mobile wash
down equipment (trailer) and make available for Council use and
community, contractor and government agency loan.
Establish weed mapping and monitoring program integrated with
state weed management systems.
Implement regular monitoring of waste disposal sites and local
plant nursery outlets for exotic plants.
Act on new weed species incursions with statutory reporting and
supporting rapid management action, including publicity and
promotion to alert the community.

Reduce extent of priority weed
infestations by eradication where
feasible, or containment of large
infestations.

Local regulatory capacity (Weed
Management Act 1999) is
improved and maintained
Weed management activities are
supported across community,
industry and government
agencies.

Control priority weeds at strategic locations. Priority given where
impact on natural values is greatest and to small and isolated
occurrences where eradication is feasible. Contain extent of
larger infestations.
Facilitate cooperative weed management to ensure resources are
directed effectively for realistic control objectives.
Support landholder and community efforts to attain capacity and
viability to reduce impact of weed infestations.
Council maintains authorised Weeds Officer on staff with a
minimum 0.2 FTE committed to weed management activities,
including professional development in weed management.
Facilitate community, landholder and producer groups’
involvement in learning best practice weed management,
including weed identification by providing information, advice,
training and demonstrations. Support innovation and participation
in developing guidelines and standards for effective weed
management.
Facilitate regular meetings of key land managers to ensure
coordination of their control programs, sharing of information and
issues, collaboration and a focus on local priorities.
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3.2

Coastal, Estuarine & Marine

This category has strong links to the Biodiversity and Water categories.

Objectives:








Healthy and well connected network of coastal habitats along coast and
from tide zone to inland.
Marine environments managed for ecological resilience and sustainable
production.
Human demand for use and development on the coast is balanced to
conserve coastal values for future generations.
Improve the status of threatened and significant species and vegetation
communities above benchmarks.
Protection of important historic and cultural heritage sites in coastal areas.
Control aquatic and terrestrial weeds and pests according to regional, state
and federal strategies.
Reduce impact of point and diffuse sources of pollution on marine and
estuarine waters, promoting best practice management.

Past and present activities include:












Develop in conjunction with Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council
(TSIC) a best practice Waste Transfer Station on St Helens Wharf.
Support TSIC and Marine and Safety Rescue with Oil Spill training
response program.
Coastal activities, events and advice engaging communities, visitors,
industry and Council in coastal NRM issues and building capacity to act
Georges Catchment and Estuary program – monitoring of Georges Bay
water quality, supporting catchment based approach to land
management.
Support to coastal communities and groups to control weeds, restore
habitats and manage local coastal issues with land managers.
Bay of Fires coastal reserves management advanced to meet growing
popularity and involve interest groups in planning.
Implementation of Bay of Fires Conservation and Humbug Point Nature
Recreation Site Plan onground works.
Coastal bushland weeds and sea spurge control with community
Coastal Property Management Planning for the Ramsar listed Jocks
Lagoon, which assists landholders to identify biodiversity values and
threats on their property and provides options for management
investment and support.
Implementation of dog management policy by Parks and Wildlife and
Council
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Dog management on beaches to provide protection for sensitive
shorebird breeding and resting areas and reduce pollution on beaches,
while providing recreation opportunities
Protection of coastal vegetation – fencing to exclude stock from the
coastal zone and to prevent further encroachment of camping areas
into coastal vegetation

Action Plan C:Sustainable Management of Coastal & Marine Assets
Target /Goal
High value coastal values and
processes maintained and coastal
issues addressed by integrated
management of priority areas
(cooperative management plans and
implementation)

Action
Facilitate community, landholder, and industry and government
agency cooperation to develop Integrated Coastal Management
solutions to coastal priorities.
Identify coastal areas in good condition with high value as
priorities and input these into strategic and land use planning
programs to ensure protection.
Facilitate cooperative management and planning activities to
ensure coastal values, processes and issues are well managed
 Georges Bay water quality monitoring
 Shore-based infrastructure
 Coastal open space (MMP)
 Coastal vegetation (MMP)
 Georges Bay foreshore
 St Helens Point and Jocks Lagoon
 Barway management
 Bay of Fires coast
 Henderson Lagoon Management Plan
 Ansons Bay
Support implementation of priorities for management with other
stakeholders.

Plan for resilience of coastal,
estuarine and marine habitats and
species to impacts of climate change
A partnership between tourism,
coastal recreation interests and NRM
that ensures coastal environments
are protected from impacts of
unsustainable visitation and improved
where impacts have occurred

Measurably improve conservation

Identify priority habitats vulnerable to climate change impacts
and develop strategies and actions to enable successful adaption
of habitats and species – including enhancing resilience,
migration options, planning measures and community
information.
Liaison with relevant agencies, industry and coastal conservation
interest groups to develop and implement principles and
guidelines for sustainable tourism and recreation on the coast.
Participate in development of Break O’Day tourism strategies.
Promote and raise awareness with visitors, recreationalists,
residents and local tourism operators on sustainable tourism.
Support tourism and recreation initiatives which have a positive
impact on the natural environment.
Rehabilitate degraded areas and define campsites and access
points.
(Bay of Fires, Dora Point, Policeman’s Point, Lagoons Beach)
As demand increases, investigate fair allocation/pricing
mechanisms for coastal camping in support of sustainability.
Review waste management performance at coastal recreation
areas of concern, and investigate options for improvement.
(Little Beach, Policemans Point, Bay of Fires)
Monitor and review performance of dog management zoning
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efforts for shorebirds and migratory
birds

system for coastal areas with dog owners, PWS and BirdLife
Tasmania.
Raise awareness of shorebird values and impacts of human usage
on beaches with:
 publicity and information,
 support and engagement of interest and user groups,
 Council/PWS field days and joint enforcement events and
cooperation


Facilitate active involvement of community and user groups
in shorebird management on beaches.



Adopt measures from the BirdLife Australia Guide for
Managing Beach Breeding Birds as appropriate to maximise
best practice management of shorebirds

Engage off–road user groups, land managers, enforcement
agencies and bird interest groups in undertaking joint awarenessraising and management measures to reduce impact of vehicular
access to priority bird beaches.
(Paddys island, Peron Dunes / Maurouard beach, Seymour )

Improve the health of priority coastal
lagoons and wetlands

Implement priorities for management identified by Coastal
Lagoons and Wetlands Health check with landholders.
Facilitate a cross-tenure St Helens Point and Jocks Lagoon
management program of on–ground works and promotion based
on the Jocks Lagoon PMP, Coastal Lagoons and Wetlands Health
check and off-road user group engagement.

Reduced impact of stormwater
contaminants on coastal
environments

Identify stormwater runoff priorities and scope WSUD drainage
treatments to improve management of stormwater from towns &
settlements. (see also Water Quality)
(Scamander, St Helens, Binalong Bay)
Implement high priorities for modifying stormwater drainage
systems.
Develop WSUD drainage principles and generic designs and
promote with awareness-raising on impact of stormwater.
Develop Council policy on stormwater management including
small settlements.

Increase awareness of threats to
coastal and marine environment and
solutions and capacity to act

Develop and distribute suite of information resources and
guidance for coastal landholders on issues and management
solutions.
Focus school involvement in education and promotion programs.
Investigate options for community based monitoring and
mapping of tide zone habitats.

Marine species and ecosystems
protected

Facilitate community and industry understanding of marine
reserve issues and discussion of priorities in Break O’Day.
Support the recreational and commercial marine sectors in
implementing best practice management techniques.
Monitor and support control measures in regards to invasive and
feral species and their impact on marine ecology and marine
fisheries.
Communicate status and issues to community and assist with
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control programs, particularly for new incursions.
Improve on-ground works and
management practices on coastal
reserves and private land

Provide training to on-ground staff and contractors on best
practice coastal management and works (wildlife, vegetation,
soils, water, weeds, heritage, community)
Develop and progressively implement a ‘Best Practice’
accreditation program based on training and performance for
work crews, machine operators and contractors. Delivered
through Council’s role in works operations, planning approvals
and community expectations.

Cultural heritage values respected
and conserved

Develop relationships and process for acknowledging Aboriginal
cultural heritage and other heritage values in the natural
environment.
Facilitate improved procedures for consultation on land use
changes and development affecting cultural heritage values.

.1
7

3.3

.2
7

Soil

Objectives




Minimise loss of soil and soil structure attributable to human activities
Maintain and improve soil health including nutrient status and soil biota
Protect vulnerable locations and soils from salinity and Acid Sulphate
Soil risks

Past and present activities






Property Management Planning – includes advice to landholders on soil management
Soil carbon and health trials with crops and cell–grazing
Soil management extension programmes
Individual property initiatives – some landholders are undertaking works to protect
gullies and prevent erosion
Landholders engaged in TEER sediment demonstration grants in the Upper South Esk.
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Action Plan S: Sustainable use and management of soil resources
Target /Goal
Primary producers the engaged in
implementing appropriate ‘best
practice’ soil management
principles.

Areas with high risk of soil loss
and salinity identified and
mitigated.

Action
Facilitate access to the latest in soil management knowledge,
experience and learning.
Relevant information communicated and field days held in local
districts, e.g. carbon farming, biological farming, north-facing slopes.
(Small scale farmers, South Esk catchment, Pyengana)
Property Management Planning participation targeting important soil
issues and locations.
(Upper South Esk, George catchment upper steep slopes and erodible
granite areas)
Identify priorities for soil management using catchment sediment
modelling for South Esk and George catchments.
Establish monitoring for expression of salinity in tandem with
awareness-raising of salinity risk and contributing factors.
(Fingal Valley, near coastal, Anson’s Bay catchment)

Community involvement in best
practice soil management
increases adoption and
implementation.
Avoid cases of acid-sulphate soil
(ASS) pollution.

Support community groups, landholders and farmers to gain
information and funding for revegetation and other mitigation works.
(Fingal Valley, Historical mining areas – Golden Fleece, Storeys
creek)
Facilitate community and producer groups’ participation in learning
best practice soil management: developing capacity and guidelines;
and reviewing standards and controls.
Communicate assessed ASS risks areas, processes and Tasmanian
ASS Management Guidelines.
Apply Tasmanian ASS Management Guidelines in approvals and PMP
processes.

Reduce soil loss from land use
practices.

Training and demonstration of soil conservation practices for
earthmoving activities and industry.
Property Management Planning providing access to investment
opportunities for soil management priorities.
Update Planning Scheme application of soil and water management
guidelines.
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3.4

Water

This category has 3 Action Plans: Sustainable Water Usage, Improvement of Fresh Water
Quality, and Improvement of Waterway (Riparian) Health. The Action Plans have strong interrelationships and have vital links to all the other natural resource categories.
Objectives





Equitable & sustainable access to water
Improved water use efficiency in all spheres
Continuous improvement of water quality in waterways
Reverse decline of river & stream condition including aquatic habitat

Past and present activities:













Water Management Planning for South Esk and Ansons Rivers –
determines allocations of water for irrigation by landholders.
Aquaculture industry, support to investigation of George catchment
water quality issues, Waterwatch volunteers and DPIPWE water
monitoring – measures basic parameters such as salinity and
turbidity plus macro invertebrate diversity in rivers and streams
across north-eastern Tasmania
George Catchment & Estuary program – fencing and revegetation of
rivers and streams to provide buffer zones; catchment based
approach to land management and aquatic health monitoring,
options for monitoring chemicals and their impact of on ecological
health
Dairy effluent upgrades – provides incentives for dairies to upgrade
to best practice dairy effluent management, to reduce contaminants
entering waterways
Landscape Logic tools modelling water quality and catchments,
including George catchment.
Tamar Estuary and Esk Rivers Program modelling identifies
significant sediment contributors in the South Esk catchment as
high rainfall steep slopes in upper catchment and natural
background loads.
Landholders engaged in TEER sediment demonstration grants in the Upper South Esk.
Northern Water Watch Volunteer Team monitoring the Break O’Day
River
NRM North Stormwater Officer working in partnership with the Break O’Day Council
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Action Plan W1: Sustainable water usage
Target /Goal
Environmental flow allocations set
for catchments to conserve aquatic
ecosystem health
Improve household water use
efficiency
Vulnerable groundwater resources
managed sustainably.

Action
Support Water Management Planning process for George River.
(George River, settled coastal catchments )
Work with Ben Lomond Water and landholders (domestic off–
takes/tanks) on efficiency technology, external opportunities,
incentive programs and increasing community based capacity.
Involve motivated local communities in reviewing resource
condition and water extraction knowledge and development of
management approaches.
(St Marys, St Helens Point, Falmouth, Beaumaris coastal plain)

Action Plan W2: Improvement of Fresh Water Quality
Target /Goal
Integrated reporting of water quality
information.

Risk of pollution of waterway
ecosystems managed by catchment
land user communities (aspiring to
no contamination). .

Action
Facilitate inter–agency monitoring/reporting cooperation between
state government programs, George Catchment and Bay program,
primary, secondary and service industries, schools and
community.
(George River catchment, Henderson Lagoon)
Develop an inter–agency monitoring and reporting mechanism,
including chemical use.
(George River catchment)
Catchment based community, industry and government
participation in planning and monitoring for sediment, nutrient
and toxicant risks across land use categories.
(George and South Esk Rivers catchments, Extractive industries
sites)
Develop cooperative response protocol for water pollution
incidents.
(George River, South Esk, Scamander River)
Support local waterwatch programmes monitoring river health.

Reduced impact on waterways of
contaminants in surface and
groundwater runoff (aspiring to no
contamination).

Identify urban stormwater runoff management priorities and
treatment strategies in towns & settlements. (see also Coastal,
Estuarine and Marine)
(St Marys, St Helens, Fingal)
Monitor performance of codes for agricultural chemical use and
facilitate improvement.
Facilitate participation of community, government and industry
groups in learning to reduce chemical use (quality and quantity)
and developing capacity and implementing better practices.
Monitor performance of dairy effluent systems and facilitate
industry code of practice.
(George River catchment)
Investigate/ monitor performance of septic and other small soil
dispersion sewage systems and communicate issues and solutions
to landholders.
(Binalong Bay, Four Mile Creek, Falmouth, Beaumaris)
Investigate/monitor nutrient and other off–site leakage from large
irrigation operations.
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Action Plan W3: Improvement of Waterway (Riparian) Health
Target /Goal
Landholders aware of best practice
river management techniques and
regulatory expectations.

Action
Facilitate community, landholder and producer groups’
participation in learning best practice river management, including
demonstration of in–stream structures and debris management,
grazing/flood management, regulatory requirements and
alternative views on riparian management. Developing capacity
and guidelines and review standards and controls.
Develop river management guidelines and policy for Break O’Day,
including a simplified approvals process.

Active management of protected
riparian buffers.

Support for landholders with on–going care and condition of
existing riparian buffers, including finding resources for weed
management and revegetation.
Identify high and moderate conservation value stream reaches as
priorities for protection and restoration.
Prioritise high value stream reaches and develop protection and
restoration strategies and land management and planning
measures.
Facilitate NRM partnerships with support to community groups
and individual landholders to find resources for protection of high
conservation value streams and rehabilitation of partially
degraded streams.

Maintain condition of streams with
conservation value.

4. Implementation

4.1

Sustainable communities:

A NRM Resident and Ratepayer survey in 2006 demonstrated that a large number of
people are involved in NRM-related activities on an individual basis, a smaller number are
involved in a group, and a substantial number would be more involved in NRM activities,
given the opportunity. There is a great deal of interest in and potential for participation in
NRM. The survey also revealed that many people did not know who to ask about NRM
issues, highlighting a lack of awareness about NRM in general and the structure of NRM in
Break O’Day, including the level of support available.
Helping this enthusiasm engage in NRM activities, including the participation by farming,
businesses and community groups, and awareness-raising for the general community, is a
vital task for this NRM Strategy. This is because the awareness, willingness and the
resources of the community give NRM funding and on–ground or planning activities the
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‘legs’ to deliver greater and more lasting results than they can on their own. Conversely,
success is unlikely if this capacity is left idle and wains in the NRM community.
Given the integrated approach required to achieve NRM objectives, priorities for community
engagement and increasing the body of NRM knowledge and ability in Break O’Day is
essential to achieving objectives for biodiversity, water, soils, coastal and marine assets. A
core function for implementation, evaluation and review of this Strategy lies with Break
O’Day Council’s commitment to a broadly representative NRM Committee and providing an
NRM role within the Council organisation.
The Break O’Day NRM Special Committee of Council was formed in 2003 as an early step in
implementing the first Break O’Day NRM Strategy. A NRM Facilitator position has been
maintained since then and grown to include various project officers and in 2009 creation of
an NRM Community Support position. This capacity has been supported through Council’s
partnership with NRM North.

Action Plan for Sustainable communities
Objectives

Actions

Reasoning

Break O’Day NRM is valued and
pursued in the community,
industry, governments and
regionally.

Break O’Day Council recognises
achievements with annual Velvet
Worm Awards for NRM excellence.

Acknowledgement fosters
growth and development.
Integrated NRM requires
cooperation and can
leverage improved
resourcing of priorities.

Provide local representative
reference group to Council and
NRM North on NRM strategic
direction, issues and
implementation.
Mutual advocacy for adequate
resourcing of NRM roles and
responsibilities of government,
industry and community.

Break O’Day NRM Special
Committee of Council maintained
and operating under its Terms of
Reference.
Council and NRM groups support
regional and local cooperation.
Provide local representative

NRM community growth with
greater numbers engaged,
awareness, skills, exchange,
involvement and influence in
Break O’Day.
 Target supporting existing
engagement, schools, and
new partnerships with
community and service
groups and the business
sector.

Communication strategy
 publicity and advertising in
media, community venues and
within organisations
 NRM Activities Calendar
 Break O’Day NRM news/activity
reporting
 expand Break O’Day Council NRM
web site
 use and maintain list for Break
O’Day NRM email bulletins and
contact
 field days, forums & workshops,
training and demonstrations
 foster informal networks of

Crucial to connecting local
participation and
ownership of natural
resource management to
Council, regional NRM
and other levels.
NRM interests need to be
represented in regional
groups and initiatives,
including Aboriginal
cultural heritage, NRM
North, weed and coastal
management groups.
NRM community includes
public, landholders,
business and industry,
government, interest
groups.
Provides ‘bandwidth’ for
engagement and capacity
building and mutual
accountability.
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contact
 develop a Break O’Day NRM
‘brand’
Community and interest groups
actively engaged in pursuing
local NRM priorities, and
particularly those aligned with
Break O’Day, regional and
higher NRM priorities.

Assist existing and new ‘Care’
groups, farming communities and
other interest groups to develop
greater NRM capacity, acquire
support resources and implement
and review NRM projects and
activities.

Groups need support to
maintain their capacity to
act, develop strategies
and access opportunities
for NRM resourcing.

Increased awareness in general
community of Aboriginal culture
and links to natural environment
and increased involvement of
Aboriginal community in NRM
programs.

Liaise with Aboriginal community
members to learn from Aboriginal
cultural heritage and devise and
implement partnership projects.

Respect, benefit from and
extend traditional
knowledge.

Volunteering for NRM onground activities is well
organised and focused to create
safe, productive and positive
experiences.

Participate in and promote Extra
Hands, Wildcare and other NRM
volunteering programs in Break
O’Day.

Extra Hands provides
suitable level of flexibility
for Council needs and it
and other programs
provide good
opportunities in the wider
community.

School students in Break O’Day
have opportunities to engage in
NRM activities or projects during
their school years.

Facilitate engagement of school
based NRM activities – from one off
events and support, to extensive
learning and action programs,
research and extension to involve
parents and community.

As the next generation of
natural resource
managers, and with
influence on the present,
school children are in a
position to both learn and
teach about NRM.

Promote use of local
provenance and understorey
species and provide propagation
and supply capacity to Break
O’Day.

Support North East Understorey
Network as a community support
resource on local native plant
production.
Support the development of local
native gardens in schools, parks,
reserves and gardens
Maintain a Break O’Day Council NRM
program with a well staffed and
resourced Break O’Day NRM office.

Cost-effectiveness and
community ownership for
projects; foster
enthusiasm of new
Understorey Network
members

Community NRM needs met,
NRM Strategy implemented,
regional NRM opportunities
attained and Council’s internal
NRM responsibilities serviced.

As a shared responsibility,
NRM in Break O’Day is
dependent on Break
O’Day Council leadership
to host and deliver NRM
facilitation capacity and
convene cooperation and
progress towards NRM
priorities.
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4.2

Investment Sources

Funding and resource avenues for the achievement of NRM objectives are many, varied
and often short-term.
Some activities can be implemented as a stand-alone project; some objectives call for
institutional or behavioural change; some priority actions are on-going and may be
advanced progressively first under a funding program and then continued through
partnerships and with a lower level of investment. Some priorities can be tackled within
existing roles and responsibilities, but may need the stimulus of a funding opportunity or
public emergence of an issue to promote change and bring people together. External
funding is often important, but is also generally conditional on ‘stakeholders’ committing
matching resources and capacity, which was already present or possible.
This makes the potential for resource sources that could be invested in the Strategy wide
and varied. The table below outlines the most important sources of funding and resources,
together with comments about their applicability to different types of objective.

Investment Source

Particulars

Landowners,
community groups and
general community
Break O’Day Council

Often on a volunteer basis or
additional to regulatory
requirements
Operating costs for NRM
arrangements; co-investment or
specific projects. Significant
internal resources and capacity.
Contributions approved by
Council.

Industry initiatives or
partnerships

Direct involvement from local
operations and organisations
which have a potential impact
on natural resources

Work Crews:
Work for the Dole;
Conservation

Generally require some input
from host organisations for job
coordination, promotion and

Applicability
Most activities
Areas of Council operations and
responsibility – community
development, Planning Scheme
provisions, stormwater, weeds and
other issues on Council land, rate
rebates, projects with a strong
community benefit.
Ben Lomond Water.
Water monitoring and catchment
management.
Landscaping or rehabilitation of
commercial land / waterways
Improved resource use and
industry practices, e.g. primary
industries, tourism, aquaculture,
land development.
Flexible in tasks which can be
performed. Particularly good for
weeding, planting and some
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Volunteers Australia;
Greencorps/Jobs

support.

NRM North and other
non-government
organisations and
programs

NRM North is a key partner in
Break O’Day.
Various others, e.g. Tasmanian
Landcare Association, Extra
Hands, Understorey Network,
BirdLifeTasmania.
Partnership and mutual support
opportunities with agency coinvestment and collaboration.
Outright grants rarely specific to
NRM.
Other programs such as
community development may be
applicable.
Support for projects based on a
philanthropic, co–benefit or offset objectives
Primarily delivered locally via or
in partnership with NRM North.
Changing and other avenues
from federal levels are possible.
Has so far underpinned
provision of local NRM
facilitation and project capacity.
Need to ensure local priorities
are reflected in Regional
strategies & proposals

State Government
Agency budgets; PWS,
Private land
conservation
programs; Tasmanian
Community Fund
Industry sponsorship
Australian Government
NRM programs

Other grants, for
example resource
industry development,
climate change
responses, natural
hazards management,
biosecurity, community
development, the arts,
education,
infrastructure

Generally not specific to NRM
but may be applicable for
certain objectives.

construction projects.
Bring important employment and
economic benefits.
Mainly community-based programs

Implementation of State
responsibilities, e.g. monitoring;
management of public land.
Administration of private land
conservation programs
Community partnerships and
projects with an NRM component.
Carbon off-set or Credit schemes;
sponsorship of community projects
for public good
Attached to federal targets and
conditions, which local priorities
need to align with, often via
regional NRM strategy.
May be available to regional bodies,
Council, interest groups and
individuals as small grants or
resources for large programs.
Generally require matching
contributions through community
and stakeholder participation and
partnerships.
Significant reporting and
accountability requirements.
Mainly local government, industry
or community-based opportunities.
May be able to integrate NRM
components into other projects
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